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Dear Mr. Abbey and Mrs. Ramirez-Maestas:

The Public Education Department (PED) and the Department of Cultural Affairs (DCA) are
pleased to enclose the Fine Arts Education Act Report—Year 10. This annual report fulfills the
statutory requirement of the Fine Arts Education Act (FAEA) in relevant part as follows:

22-15D-5. NMSA 1978. Program plan and evaluation.

A. A school district or state-chartered charter school may prepare and submit to the
department a fine arts education program plan in accordance with guidelines issued by
the department.

B. At a minimum, the plan shall include the fine arts education programs being taught, the
ways in which the fine arts are being integrated into the curriculum and an evaluation
component.
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C. At yearly intervals, the school district or state-chartered charter school, the department
and a parent advisory committee from the school district or charter school shall review
the goals and priorities of the plan and make appropriate recommendations to the
secretary.

This report is a comprehensive compilation of data that describes the efficiency and the
effectiveness of the FAEA student program. The PED and the DCA are collaborating to provide
exemplary fine arts services to elementary school students.

We look forward to working with you and your colleagues to ensure that the fine arts program
increases student benefits, and reduces costs through expanded risk-sharing. Consequently, we
are providing an excellent program which ensures that all students have access to a common set
of fine arts education benefits.

Warm regards,

( Wona L\ Hamstirc

Hanna Skandera
Secretary of Education

\(;Bltural Affairs Department
Enc. (1): Fine Arts Education Act Report—Year 10
HS/vb/mm

cc: PED Senior Team
Vicki Breen, FAEA Education Consultant
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My students have an opportunity to shine. This is a 100% Title | school. If | were
to describe my population | would use the word trauma. They are abused
(emotionally, physically, sexually), neglected; | have had 13 suicide ideations, 5
kids taken away from homes, homeless kids, etc. The fine arts allows them to

shine, express themselves, and opens doors they wouldn't have anywhere else.
—New Mexico Elementary School Principal

Cover Photo: Lauren VonOsten, featured here in her school's production Fine Arts Student was a beneficiary of
the FAEA during her elementary years in Rio Rancho Public Schools.
Teacher: Lois Moreno, Rio Rancho Public Schools
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Required Notice

The contents of this document were developed under a grant from the U.S. Department of Education
(USDOE). However, the contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the USDOE, and should not
be regarded as an endorsement by the Federal Government.

Copyright Notice
This report is copyright free, so no permission is needed to cite or reproduce it for non-profit purposes.
If material from it is included in another non-profit publication, cite as follows:

Some information in this document was adapted from the New Mexico Fine Arts Education Act, Program
Plan and Evaluation—Year 10 which is a copyright-free report published by the New Mexico Public
Education Department.

Notes
e This report is available at www.ped.state.nm.us. Click on the A-Z directory to locate it under “FAEA."
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"A well-rounded education is simply too vital
to our students’ success to let the teaching

of the arts and humanities erode,"

—U.S. Education Secretary Arme Duncan's Remarks, April 3, 2012
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“The purpose of the Fine Arts Education Act is to encourage school districts to offer opportunities for elementary school
students to participate in fine arts activities, including visual arts, music, theater and dance.” (See 22-15D-2. NMSA 1978)

This report is designed to provide a framework for assessing the impact of the 2003 Fine Arts Education Act (FAEA) on New
Mexico public elementary schools. It is not a fiscal audit. All 89 school districts and 36 charter schools receive state funding
based on the state equalization guarantee (SEG) for their arts education programs. This report for year 10, involved
updating the educator and administrator databases, continued dissemination of the surveys, and comparisons of
employment during the first year that funds were available and the most recent year. Comparisons between numbers of
students served in the first year of the program and students served in the most recent year are also made.

Why is it important to attempt a status report on Arts Education? New Mexican Fine Arts stakeholders want to know if the
Fine Arts Education Act of 2003 accomplished what it was intended to do. The Public Education Department (PED) staff
conducted focused monitoring and selected statewide regional content specialists provides for greater transparency. As
demonstrated through the report, New Mexico elementary students are being provided an excellent arts education to
include visual arts, music, theater, and dance. Every student must be a priority if our state wants to remain a vibrant,
innovative state that provides endless opportunities.

The state legislature allocated over $30 million to districts and charter schools for elementary Fine Arts programs in the
school year 2012-2013, up from $4 million in 2003-2004.

This report is divided into three distinct categories of results: 1) state agencies, 2) district and charter schools, and 3)
practitioner priorities.

Recommendations in this report include the following:

1. Continue to streamline the application process by simplifying and standardizing the Request for Application (RfA) so
that it can be effortlessly reviewed and data more easily collected.

2. The collection and verification of the data process will be studied for redundancies, efficiencies, and cohesion.

3. Support will be provided districts or charter schools as requested in establishing and maintaining Parent Advisory
Councils.

4. Identify and plan for appropriate professional development (PD) for districts or charter schools.

5. The program plan and evaluation will be completed annually.

The top district and charter school proposals for K6 fine arts services are as follows:
1. Smaller classes
2. Longer class times for older students (upper elementary)
3. Additional planning time for fine arts teachers
4, More training opportunities for fine arts teachers

All educators are trained to reflect on their teaching practices. As part of this report, fine arts educators were asked to reflect
on what changes they would suggest to improve the overall quality of the fine arts program at their school. There were 137
responses. Their comments fell into five main categories. They suggest the following:

1. More contact time with students

2. Visual and performing art all year, every year

3. More planning time with classroom teachers

4. More professional development opportunities outside the districts and state

5. Provide additional state agency resources and support
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Collage: Brandon Quintana, Kit Carson Elementary School, Albuquerque Public Schools
Teacher: LaVerne Harper, Albuquerque Public Schools

"I have been teaching in the Elementary Arts Program for 10 years. | cannot say
enough great things about this program. The school districts where | have taught
could not or would not have been able to provide their students with the kind of
instruction and opportunities that this program has afforded. Most of my students
attend Title 1 schools and have little opportunity to see a play, listen to a concert,
participate with visiting artists, or go to a museum. This program addresses
many of the problems unique to our state in giving rural students a chance to be
exposed to and to participate in a high level of cultural enrichment."

—A New Mexico Fine Arts Teacher, 2013
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Introductior

In the fall of 2011, the New Mexico Arts authorized a 10-year status report designed to assess the impact of the 2003
Fine Arts Education Act (FAEA) on New Mexico public elementary schools. This report is the third phase of a
comprehensive study providing facts on the status of fine arts programs statewide.

Phase | provided background on arts education advocacy in the years just prior to the passage of the FAEA. Also
discussed in this report, is the role of the state Alliance for Arts Education and the New Mexico Advisory Council on
Arts Education. In April 2012, Phase Il of the status report on the FAEA began. Surveys were designed and sent to
Superintendents, Fine Arts Coordinators, Elementary School Principals, and Fine Arts Teachers. A summary of
their responses was included in the Phase Il report.

The FAEA Program Plan and Evaluation—Year 10 report includes the following items recorded below:
Each school district and charter school's funding allocation for elementary fine arts

o Number of elementary students served by the FAEA

o Number of fine arts personnel employed using FAEA funding

¢ Phase lIl with the top responses gathered from the surveys

On the following pages, a static report on a very vibrant topic is presented. There is no controversy about art for elementary
school children. The students love visual and performing arts and New Mexico does an above average job of funding this
educational opportunity. Fine arts educators and stakeholders wanted to know if the FAEA accomplished what was
intended. The data that follows helps to tell the story of how New Mexico provides an education in the arts to every
elementary student and how we can improve our fine arts service. Our hope is that this program evaluation for year 10 will
serve as a framework for assessing the impact of this landmark legislation on our elementary schools, and provide a
baseline for future reports.

This document contains analysis of the data provided in the survey. The first questions on each survey were taken from
wording in the statute itself. The respondents thoughtfully and generously provided summaries of their best practices, and
suggestions for improvement. Though not a fiscal audit, it does record budgets and allocations. The state agencies involved
in the FAEA sent a survey to every elementary fine arts teacher, superintendent, and principal in the state, as well as 11
district fine arts coordinators.
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Mixed Media: Kaela Melloy, Comanche Elementary School
Teacher: Annette Rush, Albuquerque Public Schools

"I believe performing ensembles create the unique opportunity of
working in a cooperative group with peers, to engage in critical
thinking and self-reflection based on critique of their own
performance, step up to the challenges associated with preparing a
public performance, and engage in many different ways of learning
and individual strengths. But most importantly, performing ensembles
provide a safe haven for students who may otherwise not find a safe
place to be at school either due to bullying or not having academic
success in other subjects. | also get the opportunity to work with
students for many years and develop important relationships that can

help foster these students' academic success."
NM Fine Arts Teacher 2013
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This section describes the laws and rules that apply to Fine Arts Education Act in relevant part as follows:

22-15D-1. Short title.

Chapter 22, Article 15D NMSA 1978 may be cited as the “Fine Arts Education Act’.

History: Laws 2003, ch. 152, § 1; 2006, ch. 94, § 50.
22-15D-2. Purpose.

A. The purpose of the Fine Arts Education Act is to encourage school districts and state-chartered charter schools to
offer opportunities for elementary school students to participate in fine art activities, including visual arts, music, theater and
dance.

B. Participation in fine arts programs encourages cognitive and affective development by:

(1) focusing on a variety of learning styles and engaging students who might otherwise fail;

(2) training students in complex thinking and learning;

(3) helping students to devise creative solutions for problems;

(4) providing students new challenges; and

(5) teaching students how to work cooperatively with others and to understand and value diverse cultures.

History: Laws 2003, ch. 152, § 2; 2006, ch. 94, § 51.
22-15D-3. Definition.

As used in the Fine Arts Education Act, “fine arts education programs" includes programs of education through which
students participate in activities related to visual arts, music, theater and dance.

History: Laws 2003, ch. 152, § 3.
22-15D-4. Department; powers and duties.

The department shall issue guidelines for the development and implementation of fine arts education programs. The
department shall:

A. administer and enforce the provisions of the Fine Arts Education Act; and
B. assist school districts and charter schools in developing and evaluating programs.

History: Laws 2003, ch. 152, § 4; 2006, ch. 94, § 52.
22-15D-5. Program plan and evaluation.

A. A school district or state-chartered charter school may prepare and submit to the department a fine arts education
program plan in accordance with guidelines issued by the department.

B. At a minimum, the plan shall include the fine arts education programs being taught, the ways in which the fine arts
are being integrated into the curriculum and an evaluation component.

C. At yearly intervals, the school district or state-chartered charter school, the department and a parent advisory
committee from the school district or charter school shall review the goals and priorities of the plan and make appropriate
recommendations to the secretary.

History: Laws 2003, ch. 152, § 5; 2008, ch. 94, § 53.
22-15D-6. Fine arts education programs; eligibility for state financial support.

A. To be eligible for state financial support, a fine arts education program shall:

(1) provide for the educational needs of students in the areas of visual arts, music, theater or dance;

(2) integrate the fine arts into the curriculum;

(3) use certified school instructors to supervise those who are teaching the program if those persons do not hold
valid teaching licenses in one or more of the disciplines included in fine arts education; and

(4) require background checks in accordance with Section 22-10-3.3 NMSA 1978 [recompiled].

B. Afine arts education program shall meet each requirement of Subsection A of this section and be approved by the
department of education [public education department] to be eligible for state financial support.

History: Laws 2003, ch. 152, § 6.
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